
This story and the accompanying artwork was sent to me by a 
good friend and deeply touched me. As a result, I chose to 
enter it as an article for others to read as well as one that 

appeared in my monthly Newsletter, CLIMBING THE 
MOUNTAIN.

God and the Spider

During World War II, a US marine was separated from his unit 
on a Pacific island. The fighting had been intense, and in the 

smoke and 
the crossfire he had lost touch with his comrades.

Alone in the jungle, he could hear enemy soldiers coming in his 
direction. Scrambling for cover, he found his way up a high 
ridge to several small caves in the rock. Quickly he crawled 
inside one of the caves. Although safe for the moment, he 

realized that once the enemy soldiers looking for him swept up 
the ridge, they would quickly search all the caves and he would 

be killed.

As he waited, he prayed, "Lord, if it be your will, please protect 
me. Whatever your will though, I love you and trust you. 

Amen."



After praying, he lay quietly listening to the enemy begin to 
draw 

close. He thought, "Well, I guess the Lord isn't going to help 
me out of this one." Then he saw a spider begin to build a web 

over the front of his cave.

As he watched, listening to the enemy searching for him all the 
while, the spider layered strand after strand of web across the 

opening of the cave.

"Hah, he thought. "What I need is a brick wall and what the 
Lord has sent me is a spider web. God does have a sense of 

humor."

As the enemy drew closer he watched from the darkness of his 
hideout and could see them searching one cave after another. 

As they came to his, he got ready to make his last stand. To his 
amazement, however, after glancing in the direction of his 

cave, they moved on. Suddenly, he realized that with the spider 
web over the entrance, his cave looked as if no one had entered 

for quite a while.

"Lord, forgive me," prayed the young man. "I had forgotten 
that in you a spider's web is stronger than a brick wall."

We all face times of great trouble. When we do, it is so easy 
to forget how faith works in our lives, sometimes in the most 

surprising ways. And remember a mere spider's web can 
become a brick wall of protection.



A Brief Biographical Sketch

After an over 40 year career as a professional psychotherapist and Director of The 
Sports Stress Clinic in Amherst, NY, Charles Bonasera came to Florida and decided to 
use the benefits of his previous professional experiences in his new roles of Consultant 
in Life Management and Business Coaching as well as his expertise as a Motivational 
Speaker. He once again became involved with athletes in different sports training them 
with his techniques to help them develop and maintain focus as well as staying in their 
zone. Much of his training methods are derived from the CD collection he developed 
under the heading of WIN-WIN SECRETS as the President of Personal Identity 
Controls. This collection consists of thirty-six programs dealing with vital issues in the 
management of stress.

Another role that he adopted to add to his professional career was that of Author. 
Early in the 1980’s he wrote Guide to a Life Management Process which he has re-
written as a workbook to successfully help people manage their stress which includes 
his own Working Model. As a result in his interest in golf and realizing that it was 
essentially a “mind game”, he wrote The Mental Side of Golf which can benefit the 
beginner as well as professionals playing the game of golf.

He then compiled over five-hundred sayings that he had developed in the course of his 
professional career as stimuli to help people change patterns in their lives entitled How 
to Stay Well and Live Life to the Fullest. This was followed by a book documenting 
case studies around disruptive life patterns including ways to change them under the 
name of How in the Hell Did This Happen to Me?  Both his personal involvement in 
sports as a participant, coach, manager and in his role in officiating, inspired him to 
write a primer for parents and coaches entitled The Legend of Little League.

Charles invites you to view his website at www.charlesmbonasera.com as well as to 
write with your comments and questions to his e-mail address 
(charles@charlesmbonasera.com). He would also be very happy to communicate with 
his readers by telephone should they desire. His professional motto is “seeking 
alternative methods to happiness” and wishes those touched by his words to practice 
the three secrets to a happy life: “enjoy life and enjoy it thoroughly … develop and 
maintain a sense of humor … bring as much love into your life as possible.


